
Visiting Gallery Oldham - Social Story 

Going to an art gallery and museum 

Visiting an art gallery and museum is very fun. You can learn a lot about 

history, artists, culture and heritage. Art galleries and museums look after  

artefacts, making sure everyone can see and visit them. 

 

When you visit you will see lots of different exhibitions, an exhibition is a 

display of work including Natural History (taxidermy animals and plants), 

Art or Social History (artefacts from the past).  

 
 

As you come through the front doors, if 

you look up you will see this work of art.  

This light sculpture was made by artist 

Michael Trainor and is called ‘Test 

Tubes’.  

This is the entrance to Gallery Oldham.  

It is also the entrance to Oldham library 

and Lifelong learning centre.  

 

You will walk through two automatic  

double doors. There may be other  

people coming in and out of the building.  



Gallery One — Oldham Stories  

This exhibition tells the history of  
Oldham using the gallery and  
museums collections.  
All of the artefacts on display belong 
to the people of Oldham.  

Oldham Stories is a permanent  
exhibition, which means it only  
changes twice a year to keep the  
collections in a good condition. 

To get in to the art gallery and museum you 

have to go to the second floor. You can get 

upstairs by using our lifts or stairs.  

 

Our lifts also have light sculptures in them. 

These are a set of coloured lights you can 

see by looking up. There is a pink and 

green lift.  

 

You can use the stairs on either side of 

the gallery and museum building to get 

up to the top floor.  

This is up two flights of stairs.  

On the landings you may find art works, 

sculptures, taxidermy and small  

exhibitions.  

 



Gallery Two - MESH 3D Printed Sculpture 

MESH is the first 3D printed sculpture  

exhibition Gallery Oldham has hosted. 

It contains art works made from 3D printed  

materials including plastic and resin.   

 

This is a temporary exhibition and will  

change on 3 June. 

Gallery Three - Big Big Camera 

This exhibition features black and 

white photographic images taken using 

our extra large camera. 

 

This camera was originally used to  

manufacture wallpaper.  

 

This is a temporary exhibition and will 

change on 22 April. 

Gallery Four - Lees Watercolours 

This exhibition contains over 80 water 
colours from Charles Lees who was 
influential in the opening of Oldham 
Library and Art Gallery in 1883. 

This is our family friendly exhibition 
and includes a drawing area and full 
length mirror. 

This is a temporary exhibition and will 
close on 15 April.  



Education Suite - 

In our Education Suite we do a lot of activities including messy sessions 

with paint, sand, clay and glue. To get to the Education Suite you will go  

through a large set of orange doors.  

 

There may be tables and chairs in the room when you arrive. There will  

also be sinks, cupboards and two blue room dividers.  



Opening & Closing times 
We are open six days a week: 

Monday - Saturday 10am – 5pm 

Last admission to the galleries is at 4.45 pm 

We are closed on Sundays and Bank Holidays. 

The Naked Bean Café  

Naked Bean offers breakfast, snacks 
and homemade main meals including 
daily specials, soups, quiches and 
sandwiches. 

They also have a popular range of 

homemade cakes and muffins. 

Families are very welcome and there 

are a number of high chairs available.  

Toilets 

There are toilets on the ground floor and 

first floor level of the building.  

 

There is a disabled access toilet on the 

ground floor. You will need a Radar key to 

open the door. 

 

If you don’t have a radar toilet key one  

is available from the reception desk and 

Naked Bean Café. 

Contact details 

Email: gallery.reception@oldham.gov.uk  

Call: 0161 770 4742  


